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   SOC  201H FALL 2019
Critical Reflection Assignment
Assignment:    This is not a formal exercise, so feel free to express yourself in a conversational mode (no “stream of consciousness”, however! ().  You have an 800 word maximum, but can succeed just as well with less than that (probably around 500 words).  You should be able to complete the task in less than 30 minutes.  
Please provide your answer below and UPLOAD this document on QUERCUS by this Sunday, December 1st (no later than 6:00 pm).  Please retain the WORD formatting of this document.

1)  I’m sure you all have fond recollection of our lecture discussion of George Herbert Mead’s observation, that “out of language emerges the field of Mind.”  Of the theories or theoretical perspectives you learned about in this course, which did the most to enrich or deepen your capacity to understand sociological realities?  Differently put, what theory or perspective—its concepts, causal explanations, claims or propositions about socio-historical life—contributed most to the enlargement of your own “field of Mind”?  

Briefly summarize the contributions of the theory or perspective you found most informative or interesting, and provide justifications for your choice (e.g., what insights did the theory provide? how did it challenge or change your view or understanding of social life and history? etc.). 
ANSWER BELOW, and ENJOY:

One of the most intriguing concepts that I have learned so far is capitalism and primitive accumulation by Karl Marx and Max Weber’s concept of capitalism. Capitalism is a social and economic system where non-labor factors of production and capital are privately controlled, while owners take profits. Karl Marx’s criticism of capitalism appears even more pertinent in today's world, amid the chronic unemployment rates, climate crisis, and global inequality. “Secular stagnation” is a common word among economists today. Marx claimed to have discovered the economic motion of modern society. A world that is characterized by capitalism assumes a situation where there are no needs. However, given the systematic constraints that focus on maximizing surplus value while focusing on fostering growth, in the long run, the capitalist mode of production would only develop by concurrently undermining the worker and soil, which are regarded to be the original sources of all wealth. 

Marx’s concept of primitive accumulation reflects on the historical notion that resulted in the birth of the capitalist mode of production. The same concept has been interpreted as a continuous phenomenon that revolves around capitalism. The Marxist theory explains the catastrophes that societies can find themselves when these wealth sources are squeezed into the exploitative capitalist channels. Mark projected the stagnation of progressive capitalism. Marxists believe that private ownership of capital benefits the capitalists at the expense of labourers. The socialization process that connects workers with the global market in conjunction with the tendency of systems to unravel creates the conditions for revolutionary transition. 

The concept of capitalism also dominated Max Weber's research. Although capitalism was not one of his main interests, Weber’s ethical and cultural value explores capitalism from different perspectives. He did not view capitalism as just a notion of political economy but as a cultural and sociological concept. Weber believed that the aspiration for profit maximization is hardly related to capitalism since it is a common concept among all individuals. He argued that capitalism does not represent the desire of possession. In his explanation of “The protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism,” Weber argued that although economic conditions are vital when rationalization of technology is of concern. Economic rationalism depends on an individual’s ability and proneness to specific types of rational and practical behaviour. 

The Marxists theory is an essential concept that would help in understanding the current trend in global economies. Studying this theory helped in enhancing my understanding of the challenges that the world is facing, the reasons, and the possible solutions to these predicaments. Rampant unemployment, high poverty levels, and other related challenges will never end unless the unequal allocation of development budgets and other crucial resources stops. Most development projects are directed to urban areas as opposed to rural areas where there are better opportunities that might increase employment, besides the fact that it will help in balancing economies in both rural and urban centres and foster the growth of the whole economy. Governance that involves planning and implementation is essential for any cause of action. There is a need to revisits all activities and programs conducted by every sector of the economy to establish whether or not their focus is to respond positively to the contemporary challenges that are facing the world.  Institutions of higher learning also have the responsibility of generating fountains of technologies that address the challenges facing society.
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